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Two months in Kinin 
While Khim ehways provides a lovely hotday, the pile 
unattended leters on our etum Is a daunting sight. Wil try 
‘and deal with them In good time = row that my hand = in 
action again, that ean ne langer he an excuse for nmlisson 
Of duty. One of the birds which wore so rumeroys arcund 
thin 50 years ago were nightiars Every ime ve drove there 
atnightthal gleaming red ayoswere Ightethy theheeslights 
ofthe car. Now there aronane. But em clad that they survive 
In Tamil Necu (see artic in corresponcence section by Za 
Whitaker 


| have often rréerma tothe enon (stew pharesnls) of Kihiry 
and he regular pattem of he calleof males andifemalas. The 
5ro’e callal ne male is sootten answered by the 4 note cll 
‘tthe female, at slighty wer plah jastrecsomess i female's 
satus in our sociaty), But this irre, strengely, | roticad two 
‘charges: the couealsrose as early as5.15 amn,,and secondly, 
they called alas: “interminshiy" at times ~semething wich 
have never noticed earlier, 


Atrio of grey hornbills (2 acults and 1 young) were around & 
‘great deal, The banyans, peepals and jamuns were teeming 
vith barrias and irugivorous bids had 2 good season. Saw 
ane active nest ofa copparsmith, of which thee were many 
wound. 

‘one memoratie sigr< mis ume Was 12 see ine tury ofa crow 
against ts dead comoanion. My gianiscn with his nigh class 
telescopic airgun menaged to bring down ene, and hung the 
ead body at a suiteble place as & possicie mel for civat 
cats which he was studying Before the cat arrived aroup ot 
Junge crows managed to retrieve the dead! body of their 
companion end celebrated the occesion by @ generel 
conferenceon op ofacasuzrina tree, Thereafter, one member 
ofthe aasenbiy set about tearing the victim to pieces. As an 
fect of demented fury Ihave never wintessed enyting like 
Petteps it wasa warningto all he uncle crows aroundagainst 
faling a prey to Homo sapiens. 

Salim Aller J. Danie! 

Eversirce the Tvaltth Ravised & Enlarged Centenary ection 
Of the Book ef Indian Birds wes published in 1996, | have 
bbaon wondering whotnet the BN.H.S. and Danis! cid tharight 
thing by producing this hybrid by two authors. Even Fitinvelved 
only a minor adition to the eriginal, the new version in the 
name ofthe original author would have boon wrong i principle. 
Intact he eriginal 90ck contained 296 species, tie later ection 
‘contains 538; 242 adaiticnal spaoies Tne criginal book 
consists of 18 Orters, The new ene contains 16 Orders, as 
per he new “lashion” (louse Salim AN's appropriate word). In 
the neuvalsssiastin Fecenifermas hasten eliinatretand 
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hawks, lites, vulwes, falcons and eagles ate now placad 
under Ciconiformes iivhich formerly consisted of herens, 
ibises, spoonbills, flamingos and such lke). The new 
arrangement appoers rather ede ta ‘he layman, The old Order 
Podicpeuiformes has been diopped and the litte grebe 
(Padioeps rufcolis~ now conver! to Tatiyaplas rus 
is placedin the Order Ciconiformes). 


tts custemery in the world cf IRercturs to rotan the writings 
(of graat masters in thelr orignal form, mis:akes and speling 
lalesyneracies Nnciude, The eleven eins of tte BOI by 
Ais a classic collection by any stancare anc should be lft 
Lunshangad fer posterity. 

J.C. Dani's revised end enlarged vision should have bow 
Trew volume (and could be scar), andi this 12 eculd explain 
the rationals of the new classification, andof tha many recent 
scientfic advances as a result of the emphasis on DNA and 
genetic influences in the evaluation of species. 

“Threatened Birds of the World 

We have spoken about this noel cuite ofan in the pact and 
‘now at last we have a review by Aamir Allin this Newsteter. 
Inhis covering letter of 29-8.2001, Aamir suggested that we 
‘publish the ist of 128 t-restonsd and noar threatened birds 
in india’. This Ihave boan able 1 co through the kindnass ot 
‘Aashessh Pitleand BNHS. Nov itisus touste work towards 
‘liminatirg the throatsto these tirds inwhateverway wa can. 


A Dibliographic Index to the Ornithology ef the Indian, 
Sub-Cortinant 

‘Aasheesh Pits never rests on his oars, an¢ apart from the 
‘monthly Paes which ate a je to read, ha has now produced 
8 CD ROM on Ornithology which i Iely to he of mmerse 
hal b those seeking te enhance their scientific knowledge 
‘abautbirds. (teok overthe disstea computor frond and asked 
him to produce information abot ore of my favorites the ashy 
\wren warbler. Nothing heppened. Then we reafsed thst the 
disc deat only in scientific names, By cressirg e few buttens 
4 bong lst of refersrioss appeared on the ecreen. Iain eure 
‘the seekers of knowlesige wil hd mis 20 yesr efor of creat 
value. See Aaeneesh Pitie's arnouncementin this issue. 


Home Study Coursein Ornithology 
| spe from a reoen! repor: that this course Inthe Rishi Valey 
Education Centre (617 352, Chiteor Dist. AP.) has enrolled 
453 porsons alrsady, and ftom the letters of appreciation 
received trom the partcipans itis Ikely to Keep “orespe"ing’. 
8. Rangaswami, the founder and fulcrum of this Course, 
received well deserved tibuteftom the Director of the Rishi 
Valley School: br. Heahka Htarzberger 


“in Agni 194/ Mr, Rangaswamiestabished « Deperimant of 
Bird Stucios as part of Rishi Valley Schod. In onlarto create 
‘permanent presence for the department, he upgraded ito 


ite prasent sialis, an Insitula of ied Studies and Natural 
History, The Instture, which lists the eminent ornithobygist 
Dr, Santnaram on ks faculty, drews visting raturalists trom 
different parts of the country to the valley and sngages in 
conservaton actuitias. Mr. Rlangaswami extended the range 
ofthe Insthuto's activities sil urther ey srestirg an ambitious 
Home Stusy Course onorritholegy. He single-handedly wrone 
outall 24 outct the 26 chapters of this Coursein twamonths, 
ine period ol feverish creat ly. When the dosigning of ia 
course and production of the study material presented 
additiona’ probiems, ne switctad roles and becamo on 
assiduous func raiser. The funds he oolectsd now support, 
scholarship scheme for prespectve stidents, whish ine ude 
housewives, serirsitizens, scheal going children, 25 wall a 
unde:privieged embers of sucily from almost every state 
in India, Mr. Rangaswemi plans to conduct vainmg courses 
Inosologienlrestoration, ict Isemtfcation in the foliand bi 
census surveys in the summer, wher students are cut of 
serool and college, ‘He is a rele mode! to al of us’, rete 
Professsor M.S, Swurniusllan of Me. Banggsnaris wis) 


Mr. Rangaswarits prassnice al Rish/ Valley Sohool, has 
‘anviched tne lives ofthe students. and teachers. He nas made 
Us aware of a source of beauty ‘hat we might otherwise not 
have sean of heard, Ha fas taught us to care ter the natal 
world. Hisschieverien's sie frem his decicatior af wiscom, 
‘a beauty andto fe weltbengof all ving things, The comment 
cf another great naturalist, Floger Tory Peterson, may helpto 
‘explain the passion of Rangaswam’e etl we ate to 88ve 
‘he birds, ws have to make asmary peoples possibe aware 
af tha reat to rer survival. We must save tha birds and 
nn saving them, we wil save he earth.” 


Humayun Abdutalt 
| met Liumayun in Khim on the 25th of May usta few days 
ofore hadiad. He was sitingin the garden on his usu arm 
chi, with binoculars focussed on acasuating ree where the 
conimich grey hombill the o7es with a casqus) nested. The 
Origin ofthe Species by Chasles Darwin was on tls ep, wit. 
several ofter classics on the gfeund arcund him, Itwas sad 
that his last yeare were spent in prysical distress, though 
luckily his mind remaired as sharp <s ever 


‘Wiliam Setover 509 Dollars Grant for Nature Conservation, 
‘Tre grant hes been swarded te Dy. Satish Pande and his 
sollesaues for protecting the swvfts on the Venurle Rocks, 
Wat hay intand ted, is deseribadin the ates inthis asin 
‘The money Is: teing sent to the Ezological Society, Pune, 
whose Prasidert Prakash Golo will oversne the operations: 
and ensure etfective action. 
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Swift Action that Saved the Swifts 


‘0 documen' the current status af the various nesting tars 
ard ofthe edlble-nast wits ofthe Eur sand, Venguria 

s, $0 as 10 publish the vetfied facts in our coming 
publeton,The Brcs of Kekan andthe Westra Gate we 
Sal foot on ie Burnt Istind on Api 8, 2001 at 9AM We 
found the barren island covered here end there wi some 
dry grass. A few deac decaying terns with black wings, some 
\nita yellow Beaks ans many brnken eqq.ehalle wth hive 
blotching were scatterod on the sland. Innumerabis swits 
ware sulying uver the Island. Suddeniy the emia etaried 
disappearing in tie very ground in front of us. Careful 
Inspection revealed that this was 2 skylightto the large cave 
which wes enrawing henesth is inte unich the suis were 
plunging at grest spead, Burnt Island wes easly 75-180 foe: 
‘above the sea lavel and the edges ofthe Island werea sheer 
\etical top to tne sea. The entrancs to the cave was ais 
level anc to reach it meant.a verical clmb, down a 50 
Ccf-fane. What we saw ater pooping tough this scyightwas, 
mind bogging, The cava was fled with 2 bamboo tranawork 
tnlich twaviiou nero oltre vave. We sensed thatsonetirg 
\was wrong, The tambo was not supposed tb be here. To 
investigate lurthor Vishwas nagotiatad the ol and antored 
the nv 


Ho called trom insicc the cave and we could soe and hear 
hit trough the skylight which was 70teet above. We onered 
tha sill are vices cameras, measuring tapes, notehanc 
flashlightane pen withthe help of@ rope shrough this skylight 
A yell from bebow told us that the walls of the cave were 
plasterec with bird nests and that the birds were contirually 
oliging against Vishwes. All this tire we could see fram 
abovathat te auifs ware frly arterngand leaving he cae 
Via. the skylights which ware actually we in numbers. By this 
Sime the afternoon suy was blazing io fll fry, We had sent 
back the launch and had asked them to collect us again at 
6.50 pm Tho village of Nevai-Modha from where we nad 

ieted wate nautisal las nay. We wate the Burt lard 
in the Arabian sea (N16"35-43', W 73°27'30)), the three oF 
us, with no poasiity of shede. Shelter there vias, We found 
a tamboo framework, probably erected by the seme peop 
who had dull the tar-se in fe Gave, Ram tredto aires down 
the clff but since the going was dificut, on my benest he 
jabanconed the plan. |(SAP) osted to swim around he Islard 
foo cnimaran atthe nave cher negatiatng three 79sko which 
Were covered with goose bamacies, andsca-urchi's, haroty 
Ieeraty oruising my ‘eet and hands. 


In the cave there was not @ single vlave few uf te bans 
framenork, lor such was the massive stucture, meant that 
the sctivty was several yoars old. Thare were new bambocs 
and od ones lied with slong strings. All werr coated with > 
inches thick layer of bicdstit, It was cbvicus that this was 
‘rected 1» poach the birenests wrich were on the wails ofthe 


(r. SATISH A, PANDE, VISHWAS KATDARE and RAM MONE 


(C-9, Bhosale Park, Sahakamagar-2, Pune 411008 


‘cave and on the mot. Withthe ls oftorchlahtwe ecula make 
conservative estate of about 3000 nesis. The nests were 
peal white halfcurs stuck scenise and were sticky and-a 
Lt spongy. The free edges were re-enforced with straw, 
ctr font ne mland, None of the nests nad eggs. BUT 
‘snes most nests were nearly complete tie eggs would have 
been lad in aday orto, Mary nests were infesied with buge 
antiny maggnts. Guana-eating easercarhos wore abundant 
We alse saw 2 variable numocr of brown rock pigeons anc 
‘smal bata in the eave dose to tie rouf. Allis wile te sills 
‘were coliding against us and two swilts wich olung to the 
rast were identifed as Coltocalia unicolor All the rests were 
attended hy the hinds 


By evening the swits whish were busy making the nests in 
the dark recesses ofthe cavastartad leaving haciaveinlerge 
petted lor ere blend ale deve ra Reopen 
‘Atdusk ye saw ther returning othe cave through the skylight 
In thelrhundreds. Tre cave was abou 260 mt. long 4.5 mt, 
‘and 15 mt, hinh. In the derk cave the awits were 
ravigaingat temendous spead with soner echolzcation. One 
should also corsicer the blincing eifect that they would 
‘coming tothe derk cava fiom the bright outet 


‘The dimensions of two nests were 1) €6 mm x70 mm x29 
rm fepth 2) 48 mmx 50 mmx 231mm depth, The nest density 
alvaricus places wae 26q, ml 389q rand sq me Ths 
‘ave an estiate of apaut 3000 nests. Having completed our 
cocumentation and taking various readings we reached Niwat 
517.45 pm in the mater orien ‘ory which some t tale us 
back. Before taking our dinrer we gathered a large crawe 
‘om the fishing hamlet and on a cslour 1V serben showed 
them the video tae taken by Vishwas while nthe cave. We 
‘scked them as to wna had crociad he bamboo framas anc 
‘why Wa leamt that they wore bull over 2 period ol years by 
‘some parsons who come twice a year for collecting pigeon 
{rogpings forsome medienai purposes. viny we askea trem 
was 2 tall bambon frame required ta collect the droapings 
fiom tre flaor. Then Hey realized ine: sornething was ccf y 
‘wrong. A trucHlead of barrbeo fame and unathor rualond 
< reting bamboos were sser cn the fleorand this was being 
layed on the scteen in font af inti very eves, We tls them 
‘bout the swits and anout their salive-nests and sbout the 
‘cemmand tr themin ths Far Easteounitree, that he trade was 
bannecin incia andthe birénests were protected ty the nian 
Wildife Act We spent one hour with tnem whicn was to pay 
es kernts tte. 


“The following dey ator our return to Pune and Chiplun 
respectively we got the addresses of the COF, The Regiensl 
Uspuly Diecter, WH, Ine Gr Kothapur citce. We dropped 
letters 10 al ne autroities. But | (Salish Panca-henseforth 
the narration s by this auhon) was geting anxicus since the 
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‘ext three deys were public holidays and no action could be 
{aken, [nis was mustreting fore dct site re ieves 
soneeat of ahalday. Whar Ma ic at stake theres no time to 
bbe last, And here 3000 nests wero 2 sake. My Go Ts vas 
Unthinkable, Something had ‘o be done. | obtalnec the phon 
umbers of CF Kolhapur and rom him of the DOF Savvantwadk 
under whose jurisdiction tie Rocks come. informed themon 
hone about our suspicions of clandestine trade in the 
tirdnests. [hs vas news to Them! Un ne request ottne DUF 
Gant a dolailed e-mail to him. Then | e-mailed all my. 
birdwateher fiends wih a request ferwardthe mall to their 
frionds since ths was a grave matter, The BNHS, "lam a 
member’, Sanctuary magazine, Newsletter for Dircvaichers 
vara sinc contacted and informed. |go'an answer fom mary 
friends ane ol wham was Mr. Uihas Rana whe kindly forwarded 
the massage to the email group of all Inda birdwatchers 
Pashimira. Then as per the suggesten of Mr. Prakash Gclo 
| also apprised Viee Adm. (Ratd) MP. Avatiso as to invove 
‘he Coast Guards f the need shoud aise. 


We had reliably learnt that the poachers usually came to he 
Islandin the esl two weeks of Aoi. It was any tmenow. The 
‘ung was gehiy vary Urge Te folwol sxua ed Ht yet 
‘gona tha Island and'hiswes discouraging. noda'to create 
2 pubic awareness on this Issue a press release was mede 
inthe Marathi newsnaner Satal.On 16 Aprl, Monday thenews 
‘was cared on the frst page wlth protographs. It was an 
fappeel to allthe bite and nature lovoreto raquost tho CCF to 
take immedate action. The bambco structure had to be 
Immeaataly removeo Deere the arrival c we poacne’s. Un 
the same evening [get a ohene call from south Kokan from a 
Fisherman, He had read the news in the paper. He told me 
that adozen peaple had landed on the Rocks in thenoon and 
that they had unloaded e fresh supply of Bamboo. Ths was 
lhe most erucial and iimely infeemation. This fisherman was 
cone ef the many who had attended our video lecture ‘nat 
‘evaning, Ou" one hour of conservation awareness anve faa 
pid aff 


Immediately rushed to the STD booth and phoned sho 
Sewantwadi DOF Mr Gunta He sei thathe was dispatching 
two Guards the nextday to verify the status ofthe Isianc cave. 

told him about he recant development. He was not aware of 
Us wavelopies fell amnaied alavl lie rests Wt lst 
abautthe axfay ofthe Forest Guards. The poachers cculd be 
armed, Ifalemed they would run away and weuld never be 
‘caught. Irecuested the DCF ithe could senda bigger, armed 
force of the Guards? AUS pm the DCF was in fe office. He 


promised :o 12K@ a serous view of ine tacts and belived mie 
Ghd thankesime forthe timely information. 


Because the drama was snacted in the sea on an island, 1 
thought of interming Vise Admiral Awatl also. | was getting 
panicky, The Vico Adm. gave me a couple of hone nunbers 
of fe Coast Guard offers. Contact could not be macs that 
late. All this whie | tmaught of the poachers taking away one 
eel atiarannther After asiean'ess night gol a call from the 
View Adm. that he Coast Guards had promised to send a 
chopper and itnecessery a ship fo tie Island. aso gcta call 
from thai oficé asking for an official Fax complire which | 
lodged. Help wes assured, Attere iong time all seerned well 
‘A phone to the CF Kahapur contirmes that a large party of 
IFO’s was cn lis way ta te rocks at 6 am, 


“That right | received information thal § poachers ard a toca 
peicon were arrocted rod hancled ith 6 9agefull=tLirdnosts, 
bythe Fores: Departmentin e enifl action, The RFO's werein 
tntorm and thete wasne resistence offerod. Now the matter 
Is inthe our. Another bane wit now begin. 


The duttul oficers of he Forast Depanment of Savantwed 
ining lanl eee tty enevuteued ur on tee erie entre 
‘conservation conscious people cf the village of Nwat-Mecha 
‘wh irformed us abiulihe arival ofthe poachers, al desanve 
credit for tie safety oft sults i this unique conservation 
action on the remiole afd forgoten Bumt Island cave where 
the Indian odiblo-noct swiftots stil roost and nost in Heir 
theusenee. Long torr conservation plane should riow be 


Commenter 
‘But the workis half dona. The bemboa framework isyet tobe: 
removed and the cave entrance isto be sealed win an ion 
‘7, The forest peaple and Ceast Guards wil have to make: 
Feguler patrcls fo ths sts also. The SW Monsoon roughs up. 
Ute seu by (nid May, The lela would sven Levi 
inacoemeiile The rex! harvest of the nasts would ba dua in 
‘September. We chould taxe one more swift action, The legal 
Stes of the suit family which coos not feature in any of fhe 
Schedules naade 2 ba etrangthenad. Tha Vengurla Rocko 
should be declered a special Prateation Area. Fresh studes 
of ie maring tems nesting here need to bs underaven. Swift 
ringing ean be cariea Out. Nature awareness programmres 
rood fo be undertaken at tho varioue fishing hamlets. The 
youth here is definiiely responsive but unaware andignorant. 
We sali the aid of tne Forest Department and of the NHS 
hese acties 


is 


Oe, staoacis of woking on te endargeted 
Jepatios ie that ono cots very frustrated by cocing 
‘continued daciine of the species due to natita! destruction, 
‘mismanagement, ack of frm commitment by the governmant 


The Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis 


in Dudwa 


‘ASAD R. RABMANI 

Somoay fsturai Hisary Seciey 
to preted the species, and over-al public apatny to wildlife 
conservation. One spacies that givas me some hepo fa the 
Bengal florican Houberonsis bengalensis, Hatt protecton 
is fhe major stop for saving specias and in the case of Bengal 
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‘orican of Dudwa National Pack, tis clearly proved that fa 
protect sufficient habltat, species can survire even Hi the 
umber is smal 


‘The Benge flrican is one othe mostendangered birdspecies 
of India, and paras the most endangored member of the 
Buslard farily in tha word, Inow have mare than 75 years 
‘segoclstion wth this bie. Ina major study concticted between 
3865 and 1300 trough tie funds provided bythe Unted Sates 
Fish and Wilife Service, we hed estimaied that less than 
400 Bengel Floncans survive in india. Dudwa Netional Pat 
in Uttar Pradesh waz ovo of the etrongholde. My callesgue 

Rav Sankaran ob nis Ph.0. on the forcars end Dudwa wos 
ne of his study areas. We spent long hours watcting this 
enigmatic bird, sing on a 30m machan oran elevatad spt. 


Bofore our intonsive studies etaring in 1988, Carol and Tim 
Inskipps, famous Briish birdwatchers and rowknownto most 
Indian bircwatchars through ther indispensable book (with 
Alehard Grimmer) sav, two male flonicans in Dusiwa' during 
‘hel-shor vistin 161. Qurstuses from 1865 to 1569 revealed 
that nearly 40 floricers are found in Dudu National Parke | 
alse saw many good grasslands in Kishanpr Whale 
‘Suinoluaryin Laksimrpur Khor ditt, Lagga-Saggain Norh 
Pithet district, Katemlaghat Widfo Sanctuary in Batrsich 
‘steel and SohagiSawa in Gorakhour (now Mahataigar] 
dsviet) (al dstricts are in Utar Prades), | was plessarty 
cutpriaee when | was abis tc locate Bengal florcans in 
Kishapur in. 1301-92. Thia gove me hope that pothape she 
endangered tird sill auvves in other potentiel grasslands of 
the tevater Utter Pradesh. 1 Lagga Bagg aervall grass an 
enclave cf about T1 sq. kr, | am sire the Benaal florian is 
‘ound because itabuis ie grasslands of Sukia Phants Wile 
Sarctuaryf Hofal For whore thers are porslon! reports of 
ergalfaieans. Bites fnow nopeltical ouncaries especialy 
belieen two lriendly copriries win open berdess! 


“The Bengal forcen show nigh ptumage dinerphisrn inmate 
‘and female, The adult male isa handeome bid about 55 om 
high, with jet bleck heed, neck, dreast and underparts. The 
‘back is but-brown, heavily motiad and vermicuated wit black 
attow-head marks. The srosding males have elongated 
feathers on tts head, neckand breast, gvingine appaarance 
‘of mopoy head, thick neck an hanaing breast. Tha wings of 
breeding males ere spotess white except the black cuter mobs 
cf fet and second primaries. When clacad thawing ehowe 
Up as e long broad whi patch cn the side. During fig the 
white wings secome conspicuous. Like all busiards, thas a 
ver interestirg courstp dispey fe attact females. vic is 
cryptically coloured anc extremely aficultto see. This asia 
cigplay usually fakes pace in an oaon paich of a grassland 
‘hare the tamitarial male spends mos: of ts avarings ard 
mornings, Firstitstends wih heed, neck and breast ‘enthets 
fluffed up. It may stand in this posture for mary mirutes. 
sometimes up 20-3 minutes and then it jumps diagonally 
forwards at an engieof about 45 degreer, procucirg aflaprirs 
‘sound (dhab, dhaby ahab). On reaching tha peak ef ascert 
the sound steps and wngs are cpenec cispleying gistsrire 
wing feathers acainst jot black body. then starts a 


‘Stain whistlo-ce'chp-crip-chp’ call The neckis inflated and 
hangs ike an elongeiedbleck Daloon. Itther glides dour lor 
some distance with open wings and juet about a metre trom 
the ground. i'begins to ap again and moves forward garning 
tha lost height. On reaching the ancgee of the second fight 
cure, it stops flapping wings and lloats down more or lass 
vortéally with party open wings, drooping ouch, daring 
sndaven padding loge usually covers between 20 1940 7 
of ofcun in his aetial dlspley and tales about 7 seconds 
hom tate cf to lancing. It cale 4-7 tines while in he ar. This 
dsclay is wsually seon for 2-3 houre in the moming and the 
sana durationin tna evening, However, on cloudy Weather, it 
may display even daring nocn fours. The best way to see 
this spectacular display ie te inconepeuously wali near a 
‘grassland ang allow the bird ts show ioe 


‘Coming back to Dudwe, perhaps 10-15% af the Inco-Neral 
populston of Sengalflricans survives in this famous Pak. 
In 1308-8, we saw 14 terntorial males ene five ctr males, 
Assuming tha: tho sex ratio fs 1:1, we estimated that at least 
49 edit Bengal ferisans ave foure! In Dudwa. in may 1996, | 
ia vary thereugh eurvey of Duca and Kishanpur to 660 
hawthis species is faring. Nothingosn delight conservationists 
more than to e20 come Increase in the number of an 
endangered species, Sx days of heclis search revealed 25 
male fercans. Aj the grasslands where we hac seen adult 
{erriorial male Refanns belwoon 1985 to *PAR had Foscane 
in 1996 also, | suspected some increase in vier rurrbers, 
which perhass could also be due fe better searen effort. In 
1895, my estinate was hatberween48and 36 acuitflotcans 
are found in Duawa National Park, and perhaps 10 to 20 in 
Kistanpur Widlif Sarctuary. Duawa and Kishenaur now 
‘anatiute Oudwa Tiger Reserve (OTR; £0 this Reserve had 
£0 fo 78 adult Bengal Moricars in 1996. 


Between @ fo 1S mey, 2001, ! conducted arwiher though 
survey in Dudwa and Kishanpur with the nelp of Manav 
Krandja and Utpal Das of Centre for Envicnmental Law 
AWE) and AmarDeshnanday of BNHS, Vie sonichedali the 
Inown tenttores of the Bengal rican and some new areas 
flee We cauld locats 26 terctors males, avd twa femalas. in 
only two teritoies in Dudwa, we could ret \ecate any male 
flercan. Unfortunately, we had very lle ime in Kshancur 
buteven then wewere asieto seecne displaying mals. Harish 
Gulerie of the Wildlife Inetitute of India, working on the 
gracclonds ofthe tora hig Ph.D. hav-cosn 28 maloo Evo 
Two acsume thai samemaleswere counted doubla (a though 
untikely In this Pighly terririal tire), we can easly say that 
between 25 te $0 males ate found in Ducwa anc Kishanpur. 


Fortunately, tha Bangalfloncan Iedongwal in Dux, thanks 
lo the proper maintenance of grassands by the Forest 
Derartment. The best tme to see tra Bengal flotean is tro 
March chwards once the grasslands are turn, tll mid June, 
vuhen bia sark elosaa, how? afths tourist: go ta Dura to 290 
‘per and mary return disappoinied, but i they look Deyond 
‘he iger, they may 98 sble to see.cne ofthe mos: eneangered 
ane enigmatic ousterde of the world 
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early November day at Lingermbudhi lake, 545 a.m, 
\Tie chattering uF anytias weed ules routing biel feast 
begun three-quarers of an heur ear, The clamour begins 
to rse in content and vouure, finly audible t9 ely morning, 
‘walkers’ along the deubla read lelomeler avvay, henteaches 
aleversh, claustrophobic pitch about hal anhour later Showy, 
the dark outlines of wsterioggec Acacia ees srr 
highlghied atthe tors 2s we face tha pale pink eastern sky. 
‘White forms hitherto coslesced together are now marked out 
individlually- tho egrete- cattle mast, with litle ane median 
sprinkled overhara end there, Dark ‘arms of cormorants and 
Glossy inis 00 appear tut are nc: Ceany visible as iney are 
further of Allthis as be irenzied rackst ct he staling fraternity 
shows no sign of abaing...All of a sudden, tharo is the 
mormon; leweriig et hie hari nd tans rosy posta: 
Enormous flocks of rosy pastors begin te issue out of the 
‘Wes. emanaing lke weps of sinok9 out of w ctumney on a 
‘windy day. The flocks seem to come cut from here and from 
Wwere tho ecce ofthe trea grove, ha middle, tha other 
cond; sorfusionrelgns supreme. Atiast, ene-of to many tacks 
begin tohezd north, anther couple, south and the largest ot 
en il, around hail @ nie w with tars east. Allin al, the 
fxcess of £000 birds! The flock heading south turned eack, 
settled on acme embattled Dalbargia trees and flew avay 
‘egal, now aplting into @ small group (or the south and the 
rest ‘or the nerth, In tha meanwhile, @ couple of thousand 
commen ard juncio nynas, around five hundred grey headed 
mynas ane & suprising t90 thouserd blackhazsod mynas 
seemingly vanisrec in a stort scell of a couple of mirutes, 
wonsidesiny Uny ten wineules Laken Ly Ue vatluis. Eatit 
species of myna is diatinctve in fight, ecognizablo even in 
the feeble light of early mornings. Incividual flight 
pharantsreine he eine, tnmenvinn pailame and fraqpsenoy 
cof wing-beats come into play, 0 also tha group formations 
“The wey pastes for aunpl, have sleek Lads, 2 dark ou 
set seainsta lighter body, dark narrow wings aith na pattern 
and a quicker flight with respect to the common and jungle 
imynae. They sr9 oatily soparatle fom the gioyhoased and 
bisckheeded species bysize, They flyinslose-«ritfornaiors, 
sometimes twisting and tuming iké stnts curing ne lial 
‘moments of departre ‘rom the roost. Even the arcup tliant 
calls are distinctive enough to mert a role in diagrosis, 


Supecialy when east Eecron Bos thar one aig tained 


Ferels haan to Ieave at arouicd six tiny In nara seasons, 
they would copa en masse, giving the anpezracce of a 
*RKelwora cayere a soa ol rll Ts yous hooey, ty oUt 

leave incivdually or in groups of two to tiny, laking the 
time to take of. The figure in number hadi cso reduced fern 
a netk offeur and a hallthousans last your five thaursnd for 
three seasons running belore that to about half that figure 
ites year. Glossy Is. tumbang ALOUI 330 ant eonricrares 
of the large and litle species are amongst the lasi9 eave 


Member, Mysore Amateur Naturalists, 227, A- 1 Block, Srd Main, Vieyanager 3rd Stage, Mysore 579. 


The Year of the Rosy Pastor 
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the roost. Foom in the moring calm, broad white bictches 
aie exer ut lavuuiile noes in Ue oust, Nesting vorirarets 
speonbills, giey ne‘ons, darters ard grey elioans somehov 
‘make up, alosit temporary, tr the absence of the crowc, 


The year 2000 wll be masked in rad letters Yor the daar oF 
‘ver fy birds atthe lake. an incident that eaddaned ourhearts. 
Toseeairddia in hang, sae. exe diein hand, An incicer, 
‘he couse of which was put dows to Avian botwinier, the 
symploms of which apparently coincided with those of ts Goad 
and dying birds, An hncldant the result of which could have 
hen 9 better ennransiis an prateetieg the hahitrt frm the 
‘elentiass march of progress’ bu: which instead exposec deep 
itis between concerned citzene and unearthed a hitherto 
‘overt attempt by certain ather poopleto spare the unultable 
lake, ‘unsuitable! to birds they said, for'pavate cavecopers’ cr 
in pin sine, land sharks. Oneo saved from ring readthat 
planned t2 aut across a major infow channel, once eater 
‘rama the noe famiiar ar Sharks, the lake faces ores ater 
orisis endan uncerain future. A project fer laying cipeines to 
divert sewage watzr from entering the lake, though much 
needed, cettoyed much of te ani) patch of geactlard | 

{Ne area ~ abou! half a= acre, Inacdtan to this, four ecres cf 
grasslandrave been ‘snorested. isrre fores: deparrentand 
the core araup of concernec citizens opaque enounh not to 
realise the sway of grasslands in ihe local acesystem even 
allor we havo ood Hoare on tha bows? De thoy waly wart 
‘mora ‘productive’ forest, as "ay fornas IP Thasa grasslends 
are also where peocle rom the neightortiood come to spend 
avenings with their children, Hes tre sodal cost been given 
aven a cursory glence? It is the same rigmarole ging on 
hhroughout India nthe vor Ana moraever, no ea apeaple 
are supreme ogststs,inibencingto sink ferences even when 
‘ses 7ave fo De aed. lis this reasonbran mos! nat dastioys 
at dismarties environmental campaig’s in tha country. One 
ten only do what is in on2e hance. Fataliem is sorsctimes 
inesceoabie, 


12000 was ales the yoar ofthe rosy pactor ofthe blachheaded 
yellow wagtal end the Devratsslle crane. Huge ‘swarms’ c 
‘osy pastors apparenmy swampeo me envie area ofkamaiake 
‘his year, paricaatly the soutiem partsof he stale. Thesevere 
‘roughtin te traltonal wintering grounds of Gara, easter 
ne ental Mahareshira and narthom parte of Kemstala £ 
Anchra Pradesh piobaby ciove the bids south in the way 
‘demonstrated wall n tna cass of the Derroisalle crane, Inthe 
Mysore region in particular. tlocks totaling 7000 bircs were 
met wilh around the Kishnarsjeeagar dem in ragl and jower 
elds ane fring banyan trae, & foal of 2000 birda was 
chserved leaving a roost at Haieco Kette, an rrigaticn fan 
ive slloTatets west of Hunsur (17 Kis west ol Mysore a 

A siogo of about 1600 birds was obsarvad a fields bordering 
the Yelandur tans (8D Kms, East of Mysore). Some acuits 
nd juverile birds ‘rem the flock were observed feeding on 
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crustazeane laid out to dy by the fisherman, a hitherto 
lunraperted fabitl Though the ‘seegdi. as the custsceans ere 
knewn ia Kanade, didnt seem a great favourite among the 
bres most of them spent the tine crowding inte Acacia nifotca 
trees thet dotted tho fields. Redheadad buntings 
rasafinches kept them company Wn the trens, But to beat all 
‘eee was a coicetal flock of over 20,000 birds observed to 
came inte ronstat ne Kagalawadi lake rear Chamarajanacer 
(ho District hesdquariers of the newly created 
Chamarajanagerdistict, nome aOkme, Soutt-asel ol Mrs‘; 
dry, custy anc perennially in drought), The sight of the flocs is 
something to bs experianced frst hand - the dariering of an 
already darkening sy, the absolutely unique neise generated, 
‘heatle and deafening; the unending sees ot pink snl black 
with 2 generous dose of blactblact in the form of several 
hundred cormorants. Icoubtif smilarscenss can te winassed 
fovary yoor at tha flaca, | am eomawhatjusitied iy hoping for 
one next year. 

‘The damage caused by the pastors to rsoning grain was 
consleereble tang the farier# eomplein(s te account, but 
‘he birds, mucho the reifof the farmess, soon turedto the 
Inuling Banyan and ether fg tees tat are grecent in good 
numbers throunicut he scuniryside, Any fruting tres could 
be expected to have flocks of rosy pastors In attandance. 


“The oiher bid at and, the blacicheaded yellow wagtall, also 
saw asirge inthe numberof wintering ndivicuass throughout 
the Mysore region (Mysore, Mandya and Chamarajanagar 
istrict) with appropriate habite!. The most favoured aroas 
‘are grassy tank bunds, crying tank beds, ‘ény'fldlds of just 
harvested rag and jowar o° dying feds of gram and puses 
‘luke lo malo. The weltioe files were nct much patronized. 
Even new layouts urban ercas hactheischave ci this wagtail_ 
‘This trd.inall previous seasons, wes partcuarly uncommon 
alhoughuniallnoly presantin small rumbers at afew favourite 

ites yeer after year. Tho drought factor may have bean the 
reason sgein, although otner yellow wagtal suscpocies or 
the grey anc white wactall showed no appreciable infix a8 
ts enehad, 


Eight Demcisalle cranes were sighted at Ayarahall, a water 
fod counting site in the backwaters of the Krishrerajasagar 
reservoir, on the 28th of January 200". Alone greater taming, 
another rarity, also kept company at s distance — a 
contrasting beautiful company. A score of new birds — of ~ 
pray rocorde for the area as well ae several warblers tume: 
‘up. A penteulely eignifeant anc insidanttroddon year. The 
yaar nat | shall alvays remember as the yeer of the *05y 
pastor. 
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Birds in the Andamans 


grass rom the Diarios oi BB. OSMASTON (ex of the Indian Forest Serice) 


TS 

Tre teerenar eee ay sims it ecrane 

iss ateking featur otra ungles. No monteye: “9 
suis; no das no camara, Tvs saotoerted ry he 
{shit te inlance constuting tle grup have neva Bean 
[ited herman and: The presences ne any re apeces 
ney Peel po eabeined ty fro having ororaly ved 
trom Sine 
Bins, onthe oer hand, ars nuroious bah a indvuals 
tr apes Tree elegant 100 ore i, 
St yn ne fourth ate pooular toto Isard Tree nus 
handsome ie woe ie: 8 sll Gongs, a zcrtve Ile 
bath wale, discovered by an names afer me. a tlece 
naped goo eto, «wt jr wih ack vine ed ak 
Test apes thn fpeuciona diane wih cere bould 
fog rees an stenge goureshvsh a au int sun 
alone Baek hooapecter Wiha cawean rt a Mat 8 
Cours we bigs green parkests; alte ope ont agraen 
fu pinecn;a cuckoo-covesa tandedral anda sngeiht 
heed soured coke, The ness end eqgect7 = Sof he 
Suva socio wersurkrioun vine] ved me Ardanane, 
Bobre lit ty hadal been urd and desuibe. The net 
of fe bush watblor ae pareve dca to locate The 
birds frequent the densest low undergrowth and ere rarsly 
fen, 5 thelr presence fs bavayes 8) tel sures lou, 
tater erty aituteranee el scr roe, On fotremarble 
cecaseeal he ins os horea ws Soptig oe 


summitof Mount Hares n very thick jungle. Thereiny seeso" 
had ‘enderec everything soaking wet. | had heard che 
Charesteritc eal-nole ofthe bd ard hadforead my wayinta 
‘the undergrowth. In order to sn hear | wise on all fours 


‘Suddenly the note of the bush warbler, which was oaly 5 & 
avey, changed te what was evidonty fis clarm calla olcking 
‘ound, | reslised thet | must be olote tothe neat and began 
Carefully to sctutinisa al possible stes. One of the common 
plants gowing here was a kind of ginger into which deat 
leaves ol various tines Fadfallen, In one o'these ginger plants, 
‘rly a few inches above the cround was a delightful hidden 
tiny nest. A ginger lea! hung over ard concealed the nest 
which was ined with Bis of dry taboo leaves. Itcontainod 
four boautiul litle eggs of a bright chestnut res soleus, n> 
bigger than the eggs of the Britsh wilow wartler After two 
‘years of fruitless search I had st last found the rest of tis 
bird, red letier day indeed in my Indian axperence, 


Unfortunately one of the parent birds had to ba sscured for 
correct idenifisation. twes sent to the Tring museum wire 
itwas examined 2y Mr Herter who pronounced it to be anew 
sub-species, and named it Horomis pallcipes osmastori. 
Asothierbird whose naet and oggs hadi never been desonbad 
‘was the Andaman shama. This is 2 smal rasa ofthe Indian 
sham fom which itifers inthe sexes vaing coloured elke, 
andin the abdomen being white instead of rufous. The Indian 
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Shama Hequlente evergreen jundle and hs superb son, 
‘consisting of stor phrases of loud clear notes which have & 
‘spacial chain nhon heard in the silent sofftides of the forest 
‘The Ancarran shame {5 ais0 a denizen of the thik forest, 
and in spite of what A. Hume seys ofits song, Hound title 
Inforior te that offte Indisn cousin. Deine arvioue ia geta nest 
| dacided to provide t with nesting boxes. These were made 
Sins by9 ins x 6ins, anc were civen # laige sice enmrance, 
sutabe fore robin. On Warch 28th. accompanied by « Burman 
convict caring 12 of these boxes, | explored a likely forest 
bin hans Pus Bs 


‘My plan wae ellen forthe sengofa Shams and on hearkig 
{th rail one of my boxes ontoa tiee trunk nearby, 40r5 feet 
from the ground. In wandering about in various directons | 
dlznnaad of all my haves. and the Burman was told tn note 
‘cacofully their position so that I should be able ta find them 
again, 
(On April 17th Irevisied the lozely with the Burman, and We 
succeeded in finding al ths boxes, and west was sill bear, 
noless than of them had shama's nestsin them, some ith 
‘29s and others uncer constriction. These results were ‘ar 
beftes than | had dared ta hope fcr, andthe fact tratso many. 
hag been selectes mage Irarcoable mar natura! nesing shes 
werenot easily found. Late | took one nest ful offal fledced 
young and reared themin my housean Chatham Island. Led 
{them almost entirely on inaects wich ina topical clmele are 
avallzble in almost any quantity in the shape of termites, 
Grasshoppers ard larvae of various sorts. They became 
3, tame and vere allavied is roam about the garden 
Atfirst they wore vary like young robins in their dappled 
plumage. Later they grew long tais and puton their black ant 
white. like miniature magpies. Tha males were very 
* pugnacious. If showed ‘nem elooking glass they would attack 
Uno elastin mils yal velenrorce. | found thisonost helpful 
‘when I wantsd1o catch them In the garden, fer athcugh thoy 


were tame and fearless they hed laamt skitully to evold 
‘capture. When the shaving glass was produced the bird would 
instantly orget sverytning bit Fe val and hurl himeslf et tho 
‘lass 30 thal I hac no diffcuty in capturing him in my Fand. 
‘They ivere very fend of srrll centipedes which | found for 
them uncer sticks and stares | sight twn of tha ences 10 
whistls 2 tune Way down upon the Swanee River one 
reproauced i:quivewl, she or couKt only ester pamly 
and would persist in fnishina out of tune, 


“The Andemen banded orake Is ancther bird about whosenest 
and eggs nothing was known. The colour af the bird is 
ronatiatlo.Allthe upper pars area rich rufous chestnut, the 
lower pars being stiped black endwfite, The bisa beaut 
Chiysoprase green, and the iis ofthe eye deep crimecn. In 
spite of this conenieunis solouting the Hird lives in stich 
seclusion in the thek swampy forests, endis so exceecingy 
Sly that Us way rarely sete i Ue 8 yeats P overt very 
largely inthe ardiaman fests, orly saw the bid three tines, 
bul itis undoubtedly wicesoread, ard this fs proved by the 
{eet that ani Amorioan emifialagid, win collecting birds in 
the Andanane, failed to geta spacimen ofthe crake ur he 
tied sotting sneres. He tien susosedee in taking no less than 
[Allanenimens in onn rather rnstictns arta 


‘AO, Hume deseribee some eons, which he atvibuted to tis 
bird, as baing palo dun, spotted and Botched with reddsh 
biowinand with underying sey merkings, Quch sage cerssinly 
did ret belong this erake which | cisoovered laid pure white 
‘eggs. The eg9s wrongly attrouted to this crake by hume were 
probably thoes of the Andeamanaee banded rail with wnses 
fgg they agcos, 

ound several nests ofthe rudcy cake, ell n damp and rather 
dense foes. Tae agys were pure whit ail usuisy only four 
innumber. 


~ 


REVIEW 


‘THREATENED BIRDS OF THE WORLD [LYNX EDIGIONS 
AND BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL (200) BARCELONA AND 
‘CAMBRIDGE, U.K. EUROS 115 ABOUT $103) ]REVIEWED 
BY AAMIBALI, 14 ch. doin Tourolo, CH 1200 Goneva. 


‘2 malestia. magnificent end mighty book. Ithes 850 
pages packed with Useful Information; has becutiful 
Hlustetiona, ohare and mapc; ia the official couroa for bio 
tn the IUGN Rad List; has tho suppor ef all tho majer bird 
Scletles of he word; about thousand expestscclaburaae 
inthe production; andit weights 2 kg. ltisoxpensive @ over 
$8100 but not for what itis. 

twas Peter Soom wno, n 1353, conceived me Internatonst 
Fled Desa Bocks. The fst of these arpeared in 1964 while 
‘tha frst Glebal Chectdit of Threatened Sis (1023 specias) 
was nishadtin 1885 hy Fir fa Ininerational, tha isan 
tothe Inlernational Council for Bird Preservation, The second 


wih 1111 ids wine putlichee In 1964 and the hack unde 
resiewistha thed, tosvers 1126 throstenaa species in cetal, 
fcadh with a7 ilucration and a map. In aéditon, 727 Neat 
‘Threatened bicis are cevared for the fist time, but In less 
eral 


ince 1000, some 169 bls ave bacon ent souay 1180 
Species [12% of all species) tisk extincion within the next 
100 years. Ol hese, 182are Griial (acing an extremely high 
fisk ofextricionin dhe wild inthe immediate future eg, Jerdon's 
Courser), another $21 are Endangered (facing a very high 
Fiekeotoninelion in this adda fox future ag. Blaok nenisee 
stark]. Othor eategorlos are Conservation Dependent 
(dependent on a specttic conservatian programme eg. 
Dalmatian Palin) and Dats Deficient {inadequatainformaticn 
‘to make an assessment eg. Ardaman crake). The extinction 
ok hae hesn avaliated against anjectie enitena: 


The extinction of snecies has, of course. been areuularfeatire 
of the evolutionary procsss. Eut while the rata used to be 
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about one epecws Gying out every Tue years, K nas now 
senslesated to £0 times that aia. The piedeton is that 46) 
species will be extinot by 2100 she years ago the predistion 
‘ae 400, Ye mnvders do love speed 


lt. doosr't novd sxperte total ue that human beings and their 
‘ctiitles aro the main threst. Habitat loss and cagradation 
‘threaten 1008 spaces, or 35% of llthrestoned ins. Chase, 
74%: are affected by Me recent catastrophic loss of tropical 
forests: between 1960 and 1990, 20% ofall forests oF 45 
nilion ler? ware oloared, mainy for logging and eorversion 
{2 agriculture, Over 90% of threatened dirds Ive in tropical 
‘rests 1s not surpneing Thac indonesia ana Brazil are 1p 
scorers with the Highest aumber of Threetered erd Near 
‘Threatened species: 206 and 188 respectively. 


Asia has very high rates of forest clearance. The Phippines 
hasthe highest rroparton af threatened endamics: 86%. There 
is also a high conceniraton in the Hmelayas but these are 
roslly bits wile series ayes aid less httarsive iets. 
‘The pst trade plays a signifcant part in speci2s loss which 
explains the dremetic devine of parrots: 5% of parts ae 
subject te trapang; the delight yellav-orested anctatan of 
Fidoneeia (fll page illustration) has dieappyarad from mary 
Iola und clas exilim a ols TH plo a fon 
becuty 


‘The pet trade threatens 111 species; another 255 soecies 
are victims of hunting and tresping, Invasive species are 
rrenorelhie for many aidinetions, meetly Iwand His: nme 
208 species are currently mansced by ths, 


A particularly welcome lesiure of the book is tie section 
Yovotad Le Seluione, indiousing pocelbitce lor option. The 
BirdLie International Partnerstip, comprising nearly @ 
‘Mousand persons in ihe bc Lite glovel nemvork, Mave set 
5442 taraets, hopina fo achieve a measurable improvement 
in the status of 10% of threstened spacies by 2004. Several 
tnrentened apacioastil necdaunoya te deoument ciation, 
population, stes: so research remains a necessary end vital 
{bol An example: the Austra Fail Tadh't been recorded since 
4889, butintensiverarzeted euvaye in 1998-89 dlenevavert it 
in saveral places. 


For 1088 spocies, enough data is avalabie b set targets 
fetion can be focused on fectore euch ae invasive «peste 
hunting, pet irade, intensive spaciss management, recovery 
anager rch hudavun, alion ut sites, Fur 83 suede, 
the identiigation of key sites and ‘ner protection wil be the 
in terget 
Thu Brulife Partnership suppors people worklag for birés 
and biodiversity, it hopes to have individual or insttutonal 
romoters for half the threetenec speces by 2004, These 
rematers can arti vaniise waye wering with Insomatianal 
conventions, developing naticnal protected area networks, 
lobbying for hey sites, goneratiny lvval anaiv eee, Thee ait 
all ectilies to which readarsof ihe Newslelfar can contribute, 
‘Another welcome featureis the lsling of species by tonitrias. 
The voit un Aslan species wascomplec trem We ASA 
Red Data Bcok (supported inter alisby the Loke Wan Tho 


Foundation, familar 10 Teaders of me NL), India has the 
doubtful priviege of having 129 ofits bias sted, of whom 7 
ate Critical, 9 Endangered, 52 Vulnerable, 1 Conservation 
Dependent, £2 Near Threatoned end 12Msta Natciant The 
Bombay Natural History Society's the BiraLife Partner and 
Inte isou oly yrnalsuape for Cinders, ether snl eringroup>, 
4 work wih it In th jast issue, our Edtor asted us to pley 
our part in tho BirdLo's Important Bird Ares programme, 
‘ontfying important sitas. The book is a trumpet call to fain 
This isa beautitl book and a pleasure to browse through - 
fais 8 plearsira that ana is temped tn forget that all ase 
hundreds af lovely bites ae on Meprin-ose path to extinction 

a ite for whion ie ere argely cespansible. Tha number af 
birders in Incia has grewe exponentially in recent years; may 
we nope inattnar efterts wil ensure Pat not al ts ory ¥ 
pass from our world? 


‘Threatoned Birds of India - Year 2000 
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ANNOUNCENENT, AASHEESH MII tz, 6:24, HOD NO. 
7 Alenia Hile, Hyderabad £00 084 


ABIBLIOGRAPHIC INDEX TO THE BIRDS OF THE INDIAN 
SUBCONTINENT, compiled by Aashessh Fittl, is en 
Seubuiiy Ualabene using the abridged Papyrus Nesiavsr 
programme of the popular sibfograrhic sofware PAPYRUS. 
Thisdatahases boing constantly updated angfine tuned and 
‘sentaina (aa on sto) 16,000: rafarenece gloanod from 850+ 
published coureas and & indexed on 4,000+ keywords, This 

base coes not purport fo bea COMPLETE biblograpty 
‘of Omithniagiealterature forthe regian leavers, but = the 
‘ros comprehensive produced anywhere 'o cate. 


“This koyword-baseubibl ographic database covers th Indian 
Subvontinent, which far the ourposss ofthis work consists of 
the areas witiin the polifcal bourdarise ol the fallewing 
countries: Afghanistan, Bengadash, Bhutan, Bure, Inda, 
Malcive falands, Nepal, Pakletan and Sr Lanka. In cdalten, 
Tibet is also covered. 


‘This daisbaseis an indispensable reference tool forall hose 
interested in the birds of tis tegon. Omithologiets, amateur 
hrdurtchess, farilty of uriversifes, actors of omilhologiaal 
jeurmals, newslesers, etc, research acholers, ate. 

COST (inclusive ot Rs. £0 for packing end registered postage): 
INDIA: Rs, 550 (Individuals), Re, 1050 (Institutions). Please 
rake paymerts tavourng "AASIICESII PITTIC’, payable at 
Hyderabac. For cutstaton cheques please at Fs. 20. Send 
paymerts fo: Aashecsh Pie, 82-545, Road No. 7, Benjara 
hills, Hyderabad 500 034, Andhra Pracec. 


“The CD-ROM ul be cent cut on receipt of payment 
Updatias: Annual upslatas wile sent a! 20% ofthe purchase 
price 


Please send complete postal adcress, phone nunber, inal 
Hr fdr a vires 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


LETTER, DATED 15T MAY 2001, LAVKUMAT KHAGHER, 
Hinglaj Baug, Vashishta, Arinachal Pradesh 
195708 


‘As aver, teceiving the NL is 8 pleasure. | have just recsived 
Vel 1, Na 2 and have same eranones in fhe Fein 


The Ahmedabad Earthquake should read the Kachehh 
Earthquake, Ahmedabad hogges the limalightbesatse many 
poudy consirucied highrisas cotapsec. Vhex sould Worry 
Us Isthet apar: from our several bitding friends In and around 
Bhujwto mayhave suffered, the eartquake may have aterad 
the levels Inthe Great Flam. I so, the future ofthe flamingos 
Is cause for concam. A centimeter rise in avel could change 
wnater flaws, | intend keeping en eye during the year. Pethaps 


the bill Selover Dequest could be 2sI9e for a tle np to ne 
area following the monsoon, Or, why not adi the amount te 
the comps of fhe NL for Bitdwatchers 


While | agree to the Donation to BirdLife Intemational being 
tranaferad In BAH, |i! your eapariing have spoken 1 
the Dredtor Dr. Asad Rahmani, and ha welcomes tne iceat 
most amusing. Who would not welcome reosiving monsy? 
Pears the amourt should bs spent on producing 3 series o 
piclie cards and a proto calendar o7 the Gams with a view 
to raise more mary for the Newsletter - arc IOBN through 
NHS, 

‘The Peter Jackson Prize is quite ouckso brained. How does 
lone verte rumor irs seen? Instead why nat hava = 
photo competition for young amateurs’ the piize should carry 
8 ctation signed by yourself ang Petor () 

trust your hear ie teking away strongly. Lock after yourself 
‘Thet makes me euagest why notdavelep «let of bedwvetchars 
aad awa the cilalion and the pize to the oldest, auive 
birdwatchers alive’? We all could stive to get recognition by 
|ving longer ané continuing to subscribe to the NLT 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE DEAD EMERALD DOVES, LI. Gan. 
B.C. NANDA hebootisgi, K. Nidugano P.O, Maatkeri 571 
201, Kadsgu Dis. 


Mywite ar Ilive in hnuse onthe Waster Ghats isloestad! 
lose "a the crest af a hit at an altruda of approx, #300 ft. 
above sue level, Fu Uluse wins ate bain ain ovo Ure 
location is approximately 12°27" North and 75°43 East 


We nave planted trees ard cotee around the house except 
‘or me area Non ard South. As the ves grew ine bic 
population increased andnow we have such a varlaty of bird 
song and colourful display that from dawn to dusk there ie 
never a roman that «bi! Inver earn cherish 


Amone the bidsthet frequent this area isthe beautiful emerald 
Hove (Chafcophaps incica). My wife fourd one of these 
beaut birds lying dead near the door to she Scuth of our 
house on the 17th of September 2000, 


Not very much later, on Std October 2000, | found another 
‘omorald dove near the frant door to the Neith of fre house. 
Bon birds aposared to have died in the daytime. Not being 
scientists of omithclogsts ner deaths remaned a mystery 0 
Uusinspite of our amateur detective werk, 


Then on fh February 2001 at about 1200 hrs. I was sitting in 
courenclosed veranda on the Northern Frent f our house and 
talking 16 fierd when sudkenly thara was whensh and a 
thump, On walking ou to investigate | foundons more of the 
exquisitely boautifu emerald dove lying dead eutsce. 

| than walled aut and had a better lek atthe door that ie hall 
plate glass. All of a sudden the mystery of the dead titds 
Seemed fo have basn resclved. The flaivess glass ofthe door 
taflected the trees and coftse surrounding thearea so perfectly 
thar it seemed that the vogetation extended beyond the door 
to! The illusion of he continuity of tha wnaded area exsated 
by the glass docr was luring the birds to their untortunste end 
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‘As birdvaichare are aware, the orreraid dove keeps low and 
‘lassi, Perhaps the doves fount reflanion too realistic. 
\We ate convinced that ths isthe most plausicla explanation 
for Une urine fay uftle bits. Hlovrever if any other led 
\vatchers anderchusiastshaye ancther likely theory we would 
Ike to hear froin them, 

‘We uvriol wan Urey luvely cteatures dying at our doors 20 
perhaps we shal heveto do something lodisiort the reflection 
in the glass in the near lure, 
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COOPERATIVE HUNTING AMONG BIRDS, KIRAN 
KATIKANEN, FETS, 563, MISH-2, BL Pally, Hycerabad, AP. 
500044 


First, | apologise for wing so tleaibly, Andat he same time 
‘hank you forthe response, Ihave writen about the artinis by 
Mr Marthay Garlll In whieh che atthne eehts about the 
inteligent way of co-operative hurting among the bird, 


He feals that hiswey of hunting = amestunheand oor unseen 
‘among the bie. But foal thst hice incorrect. Thare.can bo 
any number af examples given to orove thie point. | give two 
ristanoes which exempity is aspeck. tney are: 


4) The Harts’ hawis of tne souttrivestein dessits of the US 
have altained perfection in the co-operative hunting strateay. 
Their main prey being the dasert hares they form a ‘nunting 
pany’ in which all the acult members conhibire. And when 
the prey is brought down the Ala female gets to eat first 
Ioowed Ly teenie siacuandny to le peg order. THe 
Jeam-asscciation Leing 9 porfacly co-ordinated encusselly 
successiul theyare known 2s fe ying Woives'. 


{i) The Alrican cronmed eagle demng a predator of the densa 
ver-green forests needs to hunt mona the thick vecetation 
luhere prey visibly and aecuraey whle the fnal swoop may 
be compromised. 

‘To averceme this theyhave evelved co-operative huntngwith 
thelr mates. 


One the eagles target thet: prey among the fsrest canopy, 
‘hemele mekesan eerialsoriewity afriontenieg cal 30073 
the monkey troop. As the tiocp gets cisbanded and in the 
pracess tha young membors get separated fio female makes 
ine final decisve swoop lo make the bill, She usually 
\docaptates the prey before yng off to the nest wth the ki. 
Thereare manymor9 ins'anceein heavankingdatn lo quoks 
rom. As Aasaesh Pits has tod me stout ta most commen, 
ane wellnovn example of ti selcans drivnatheir rey into 
‘ne shatiows 


These two instances were shown cn the Natonal Geographe 
Television sometime ego. | wished to aise his pont of mine. 


Hope youand the readers weuldageeto thiswondertu aspect 
of avian agaptapiy. 
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THE TEALS AND SHANKS, URL SHAHID (Ago 17), Noar 
Fanaktchabl, Moh-Matare Nagar. Lakhimpurkhed 262 70t 
Gn the momina ef Fidoy 120hJenwery, | heard the unfariiar 
brd calls coring from the pond. AS | scanred win my 
bbaosulars, I ound thal these birds were he lesser whisting 
teals that were fosing on the pond. Eut, in fact, they were 
frjoying @ suroem, The pon ts stuaie eet ua ke 
and he thres sides of this poluled ponc is surrounded by 
human hatitetion, The remaining side is ful of felds and 
‘between these gran fildsthe moder ning pass wlth=peed 
‘ndloud reise. EUtnox the birds have docome use to ving 
faba piece valut Matustaj Nayar I Laks, We fe 
the frst time that these duck size bitds have vsen seen at 
Maharaj Nagar spread the news quickly withthe help of my 
father, ans all ha farest aifirinia and & canceriatnniat, 
Dr. V.P. Singh, gathored 20 see these resicent tee ducks 
Evan now trove aquatic bilshave been beauilying our town. 
In the begining, same ravenous fanters, along wit their 
{owing pieces, Fad been locting at these brs in a greecy 
mame hutthay have gore avzy Gopressad because those 
birder wiser than ther, 


On 2 Febmary 2001, at abcut 08,09 hire, | spotted seven 
epolicdrod olaante foraging by probnginte the mad wiy their 
bls. They were near a'small tank and this tank s situated at 
a dstanca ot helt klometer fom that pond. These brds 
sfona with many other veter birds such as sandpipers, broaze 
‘winged jazanas, dabchicks, egrets, herons, comerants, 
orks, gic, are also found around these pends and tanks. 
“The sovietiee, NGOs end also the satelite channels lke 
Discovery, Anmel Pinel, BEG and Nira Geugraphs, nave 
been trying to seve our hetural and avian weal, yel day by 
cay our binds are becoming endangered, Please help save 
‘them before chase wing jawats of the sky depart fram the 
‘arth. Rerrember, wo eanrot curivein the word without these 
Us, 
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WHICH NIGHTJAR WAS IT? ZAI WHITAKER, Crocosite 
Bank, Past Bag 4, Mahabalcurern 508 104, TAlsIL NADU. 


Ip February ry son and! wore terrorized by a nightar twas 
richight and we were steeping outeide te beet the heat anc 
_ay0d the brick misstes irom renovation Work going on in cur 
badiooms, 


Justaswewers ill into sweet slumber a rightiat marched 
into our garden caling loudly and plintwvoly, Pyco? Pyoal 
Pyoo? Pyoo! Asking a quostion sternly and answering i 
Hinsellfiersel. We were notin the mod for irdwatsing and 
‘houtod Sta! Shoo! hut just eardnuad | ted to frighten 

into fight but t was frmly groundedard lust got tourer. New 
ven our watchman, 2 sound sleeper, heardit and came out 
vitihispawerultorch, He hypnotized the bird withthe besm 
andit procaeted to hunch down inte the sand, wings spreed 
He picked it up anc deposited a some ton motere from out 
‘ile. We wont back to bod, mutsring abcut bird braine, Ane 


40 
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just ag sweet sumber was retuming we heard the dreaded 
sound again, Pyao? Pyoot 
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A NARCH DAY IN BANGALORE CITY, NG, MUTHANNA, 
16, Cubbon Road, Bangalore 560.003 


Wellive very clces to the zero milestone of Bangalore, which 
means we are in te heart ot tha town and yat we saa and 
hear an interesting variety and number of bids throughout 
‘he year, 


‘The momings these days start well bsfore § ain with tha 
plaintive eall sf the over astve keel - thors are 3 familos of 
koe and they feed on the numerous mubsery fruts which 
surfound ine heuse, The nem callls te metodious shger ne 
magpio-rabin whe roost cra mango tree, scrupulously 
avoiding, the two bird boxes | have putfor them - instead 2 
homell"The nagpie robin later foragas in the gardan whistling 
Many musical notes, which is a oy to heer. A more 0 less 
simttaneous visite is the beautiful black headed ofiole vith 
is lovely Tute Ike whistle, 2s the day goes on it moves from 
i high porch ang vilts the row bay fewerng chumatizi 
‘tee, which also atracts the lovoly purple surbird. A pair of 
sunbirss nast avery yaar in ha protective cover of i mixed 
bougainvila in te back open varendah. Atthe mementthere 
are “#0 young ones in the nest who szem to be endessly 
hungry an tie parent have © busy time feecing thems, The 
chipping tito birds spand rrost ofthe dey n hs fron’ garde, 
ven taking their afternoon beth in the several water trays 
placa’ in the (aureus This yer thay baw ent meted yt 
btherwise may stick fogsthar two leaves of any broad leat 
plant in the garden and builé anect, lastyear two young tar 
birds joined what | feel is a dedinng population. 


‘The morring alzo brings the famtiar eacie of the common 
mmyna, ons pair avary year build Wher ngat n he bollow of the 
mangs tree - lest yeer part of their ouiding material was 2 
discardac long tape fom a casselta, the ape swaying and 
rustling in the breeze kept aviey even crows ane saved the 
‘eggs end the young ones from harm It 


The roseonces parakest wih its screeching tones is ever 
prasant andis generally a Wancering bid and spends enly a 
‘ow minutos an ths taller teas 96'0r3 It movae on 


‘The red-ventedbubuls ae the other vistors who use the bird 
beth/wster ays ard thet cxeertu warbing grateluly drowns 
all he nther sounds of she reighbnuitnct 


‘The grey tit is another occasional visitor wnate place of 
residence | am yet to locate 

‘The cosing ofthe spotted doves is another peacelul sound. A 
paitalvays resis inthe tall Ashoka tees in front, the survival 
fate of the young ones despite my best attempts are 
few- feral cets being thet worst enemies. 


“The black uiuinyo i always prota eepedally waiowats in 
‘he evenings when they swoop down frem ther perch en te 
‘defunct telephone pole to catch ineects. 


‘The green barbet is ever present and hes given Eengelore 
another cause forall India tame - because ks loud 'Kotar ~ 
Koiar cal carries over the TV and Raclo whenever there i a 
rine maton atthe Chinnasuvamy stare wie is clnea hy 
tous andis aply termed the ‘Cricket Barbet’ of Bangsiors.” 


“The avering sly around dusk s filed with lying fox wich fy 
‘eastwards from thelr roesting trees in the city polce 
commissioners office to the frut tees nearby. The shrill 
Screech cf the spotted ow/et signals that nightallhas arved. 
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NO DRAINS - NO BIRDS, J. SINGH, D3’, Fites Fists, 
Astvok Vinar (Phaze 3), Naw Doli 110.082 


Even a curtony glance at = map of Delhi wil tell you of the 
large number of ceains and cana’s that run through i. The 
hhumber in North Delt is larger. Among the beter known is 
the Najalgah drain that runs through areas ike Punjabi Flag 
Shasitri Nagarand Kamals Neuer, before emotynitselfintc 
mne'Yemuna near wazranaa. inelaneroan ciitsmeanaeing 
takes it through heavily Bult up areas dut upstream wer i 
feniere Death from Haryana, my impression was that t wot 
piaily Unouyl eullvatedtor waste land, 


How wavy Fas, Of vuutst, | can't be bleed sy 
Impressions ware based o1 a WAF-xponsored bird count | 
had joined in 1983, when we hed eotnted birds along ‘his 
waterway. Scon atrthis eur, waa transfered cut of Dah 
fnditisenly new tha: lam back. | decidedto ake advantage 
ofthieholday 07 2nd October and re-visit the pat ofthe drain 
that (had covered earlier. 
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[crave to the roint whore the Outer Ring Road crosses the 
Nejetgarh dtain. Thisis betwoan Cunderinew ene Vikespurt 
for those who are familar with Dehi. At this point, narrow 
paved road uns slong the drain all fe way up to the point 
\whare the drain crosses Shival Rozd, The aretwhileNalafgarh 
Read is now ramed after the Meratna evo. The dstance 
covered for his portion js of the order of S10 kilometers, 


What a cea change in the intervening 17 years! At no fms. 
lung the route did | find a point where | could net ao any 
Dutaings. ai many lecations, ouioines ere now rgrt on te 
banks ofthe drain, The crainilsel aves the imcression of 2 
sewer, abet a wie one. At most points fis about 30-50 
niete:d wide, The inevlaile plaslie vays wiv everywivie 

is otter garbage generated byhumens.Aamallerdren entered 
the main channal vary near my star, The water oouring in 
2c feaning and trating chewing that t must Fave aber 
‘satureted with chemicals. Obviously, the frsteasualty is bids, 


Not that there were no birds. Only, numbers hed shrunk 
considerably compared to 1/ years back. Also bres nat are 
comrrensal on man fava Inaraasad in leans ane. bons 
Thus, there is no shortage of blue rock sigeons (Columba 
fivia) 0 Ganiui wove (Cowas seers). Ner ta mers say 
ddeerth of pareiah kites (flue mira) of litle brown doves 
(Stepiopelia senegalensis) Ite the water birds that | had 
expoctsd thas wore clther missing of vaible = very small 
numbers only, 


‘The birds that | finaly spotted on the waters ofthe drain ot on 
fis banks du noi meke happy reading. do not Intend making 
a0 euhalissve list hat aniy squar the crave interesting 
specimers that | was able to observe, 


Tha mast commen birt was the debohics (Tachyoaptus 
rufcofis). At each location tat | stoppedithere weie al lusst 
6€ oF so, | did netics that whie datchicks usually ve as 
soon AS jou appear ni theit Meld of view, hese dabchicks 
tordod to tako mu for grarted and thoto waits diving. At 
few points, there were Indian meornens intersaersed among 
Ihe dsuctioks butin muchemaller numbers. Atone poir: there 
wern 18 apnthlls (Anes pneriiatryeche) onthe bank apsesite 
to where | was. Thase ware the only ducks that | caw apart 
toon snomer 4 spots at anomar port. 


Thre era present veu-watud lapwhig (Vers teu) vas 
heard more often then seen but did make an orcesicnal 
appearance. Ata few points | wee oleased to see a number of 
Blake winged atta (F?mantspus hmantsous), Cotte egrets 
(Bubutcus its) were commen with afew fils ogross (Egretta 
garetta) also visible. Paddy birds (Ardeole grayi) are 
rneviteble on all water Bodies in Indiz At one point | waw e 
wrte-broastod waterhen (Amauurom's phoenieurus) sso, | saw 
|ust two whnte-treasted hingishers (Haleyon emymensis) | 
had expected many more, 

Just as it doesn’t take cne swallow io make it summer in 
Enoland, it ngeds more than one ewailow to ushor in winter in 
India. sew one insian sweliow (Urano rustica) Gasing bis 


tip, There were some mere et @ distance but they were to0 
Fes Tus wie tuieuuyiiee I wor usiny 8x20 Lincoln aul 
hve requires spotting elescone in have mananed toidentfy 
them. 

(On one trae tonatis tha end of my tnp, | found half = dezen 
gion beo-eatere (Merops orientale), Trey wore making hair 


ima. Suctenly oundone being chased by acrenge 
rue sil. The tinier hae-cater wns tying resparetaly 
and wheeling and swerving o avoid the drango but the lager 
cand uate aggressive uronga remalra6 on I wl. Lam Pet 
‘aware 0} the fral outcome es the pair ‘nel flew off away 
from tre cfein and away from my inc of vicw 


Ubimataly, such degradation of good birding waterways Is 
uur tele pao in our e'tiea wlth thair burgeoning 
epulations.| remember an attics writen, Il] remenber ght 
bythe wel-lnown birder, Peter Jackscn, about 25 years back 
hare he hee counted 9ve* 100 Lixdsin Delhi in one 24-hour 
period. [am-suce nists not anssible now. Thats tha price ot 
progress. | nope cur crater ara successtul in halting such 
broiassas we have failec to do se. [Pater sew 1aRhicts i 24 
his. He receives the Salim All Inscmationel Award ‘ar Neture 
Canorssion at Eaptamber Celie] 
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‘RARE SIGHTING OF PLAINTIVE CUCKOO AT AAKULAM, 
KCB. SANIAVAN, 7.0. 11/1080, Law Celinga Road, 
KunnukuzhiP.0,, PMG, Thirausnarthanuram 585 037, Kerala, 


About {0 mambers of Wartlars and Waders, led by Shi C 
Scans, Co arsinator, was engaging in the e-nael weter oy 
‘const at Ackulam te, some disiance away. Suddenly. on 
hearing a “uty whistle, Kishore, an ace spotter, Ioveted an 
Indian cuckes (Cusuits microciarus) on 2 Kenna tee (Cassia 
javanica). Tie tree siood 1 the side of the lake and Was 
Ihearing rinuFoaare a! alang ite lang Eranchoo, roel barat 
ff leaves. On closer examination, it was disoovered that the 
Indian cuckoo was 11 Ine conivisty uf lee elher birds of Me 
‘cuckoo spaces, viz, pied crested cuckoo (Clamator jaccbirus) 
planive cuckoo (Gacomantis easserinus) and Indien koe! 
(Exdvnamis scolopacel, 


The typleal broad black bands which ran usto its tall were 
clearly visibl on the ventral sige o! the Indien cuckoo, Wis 
the pid crested nuirken wes characterise with its ret, the 
Pleintive cuckoo wes distinguishable by ils dark groy dorsal 
And whitish breast arid lw Incies Ruel was tpresented Dy & 
black mate cne. The sollzy siras pravided an unforgsvble 
Sihtot cur species of the cuckoo dan perch ngonthe seme 
‘res. Incident was the fist elohting af plainsue cuinenn at 
Aakulam by Warblers and Waders, ever since it began 
‘requerting thie epot about two donados back 

Adtiad ta he delphi ws tha channesignting of aBlack cappod 
kingfisher (Halyear puleata) at the same water font, The 
softy kingfaher was siting on a cowl aid ard sing 
Imermittent sories to the watar surface (othe Aakular lake), 
‘seen ime caztumnga ish andreturirgto ts parsr. Thecebalt 


lua body, black capand red bil c the Kingfisher was shiny 
Inthe raysof tha maming sun. Ths sighting too was rare, as 
black capred lirafichers wers naver before recorded ‘rom 
Aakalam, 

‘The other members of the group ware AK. Shivakumar, 
. Harlkurrar, B. Gopinathan, R. Muugesh and S. Mohith, 
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AN INSTANCE OF AGGRESSION AND VOCALIZATION IN 
JUVENILE GREAT BLACK WOODPECKERS 
(ORYOCOPUS JAVENSIS), V. SANTHARAM, 68, 1 Foo: 
Santhome High load, Madras 600 626 


(On 27th Apfil 1995, at Anekkeyam near Sholeyar (Kerale) | 
‘was folowing the activities of a family party of groat black 
‘woodpeckers consisting cf a pairot adult tirds with a young 
male and ‘orale bid, probably just a taw caye out of tho 
‘ost. These juveniles wore in good plumage in contrast with 
the adut bre (espenialy he femalo| which were in worn-out 
plumage and apparentiy in qauit 


In the afternocn, | saw the two famala bide moving tegethet 
“The young was constantly harassing her mother for food. In 
the period of tory-fve minutes, the adult tird fec the young 
ori at least hvice, regurgitating the feod. A litle after the 
seceridfeeding, the duo flew to another rae where they were 
Jolned ty the juvenite mala, The young tamale bird continued 
begging for food even as all tree binds were perched on tha 
‘same branch, All of a sudden, tha juvarile male which had 
temalned slert al along, selzed his sblirg’s beak andpushed 
er with some force, Atthis she retreated to anathar branc 
but continued demanding food. A couple of minutes later all 
cf them flew away and dlseppaarad irom view. 


‘The juvenile female had a variety of begging calls, tha most 
‘common boing a harsh loud “Churr-Chur”, somewhat 
rominiseant of those of the young koel’s (Eudynamys 
‘seviopaces) begging notes. Once It uttered a call that 
fesemblec the calls of the rufous woodpecker (Celeus 
rachyurus) and sounded like “Quenk-Querk-Quenk. 
Another resembled the Indian woller's(Coraciasbenghalensts) 
*Chaunt' cal. This was repeated 2-3 tmesin suocession. At 
Feriyar Tgor Reserve (alo in Kerala), where another femily 
party offour birds was active (ou 17th March, 1986), | heard 
the begging cals ofthe young which could be described as 
“Whiches ...Vibiches. 
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CLAY LUMPS AS NEST BUILDING MATERIAL IN KITES. 
Dr: ARUNACHALAM KUMAR, P.O, 853 Mangalcre 575001. 


‘Atop a coconut palm in my residential garden at Mangelore 
(Lat 12-50" N Lon7453' E)a pairatrafminy kites (Hallester 
Inciis) « busy biliieg a nest. The canmiicion activity, now 
‘on fer naary a fortnight, keaps the birds actively foraging fer 
resting materiel, evading the inemel menace, the crows, rom 
siling twigs brouaht in fom herd search and long distance. 
“The basa of tha palm sittared with assorted bric-a-brac that 
‘9 cislodged from the nest; emong the debris, in the main 
‘mada up of dry sticks, | chanced upon half @ dozen or so 
lumps of clay. Each piece of dry day, measured around four 
by two centimeters. Since thet day, | nave collected over ity 
(© se pellets of clay thal come tumbling down trom the nest, 
whenever the trdshis postiors, The sveight ofthedry lumps, 
‘many ofwrichstil surviving the forty foo: fal, size and stape 
wise, now amounts to nearly 660 grams. Also racovorod 
monet the cay lurips were weeges o! wood, and a stone, 
Boththese resembled, in overall dmensions and contour, the 
pallets of cay. 
“The coastal city o! Mangaloce, nevdentaly, hasbeen the seat 
Gi a very prosperous tlle industry from centuries, Tale fine 
lay, garnered fiom nether comers othe dtr, fe pled up 
ineaps atte factory yards, cne or io such unis, situated 
within the ety close tothe off port bull by Tiapu Sultan. Vihila 
Iwas easy fo assume the possible soutee of the clay lumps 
the braliminy fites eolected, | ann quile confounded by the 
birds choice ef clay as adjunct nest busing material 
‘Ali &Ripley mention that these kites use wel, rags, tow, skin, 
leaves and such other miscallanaous supbish to furnish their 
twignests. isthe use of clay as an aciitional materal fornest 
buileing among ktea portend aneed based nuance in ests 
‘ethology ofthe brahminy kts? 
Poferen 
AIS Moley DS: Compsct Handoodk o Bids of ning Pakistan, 

2ELOUPIOe7 
Kumar &: Nest mater foraging among kes (Afivus migransi: 
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Cover: Rosy Pastor (Sturnus raseus)is a datinctve rose-prk 
iiyna frequenting onen ceuniry, agrculua fields andoresslands 
dling inter. Large flocks wancer and folow locust swat fF 
consderable distances, tering haren churroravarety ofgratne, 
hatisting and whisting notes, Rosy pastors prefer 10 roost 
‘commorelly in lage congregations ‘n groves, ershards ard 
favanie ee, arhing i locks and regiments from al quarters 
tthe chosen osting ets by sunset 
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